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THE ANNUAL GLOBAL HAND 
HYGIENE CAMPAIGN

Each year the WHO SAVE LIVES: Clean Your 
Hands campaign aims to maintain a global 
profile on the importance of hand hygiene in 
health care and to ‘bring people together’ in 
support of hand hygiene improvement globally.



Part of WHO Infection Prevention and Control 
Global Unit – launched end 2015
Protecting patient and health worker lives 

across the world through excellence in 
infection prevention and control
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l The theme of ‘Fight antibiotic resistance ‘it’s in your hands’
aimed to be powerful in connecting the infection prevention and 
antibiotic/AMR resistance agendas and targeting individuals 
through the use of “your”, ensuring calls to action will be taken up. 

l Overall we aimed to say ‘YOU have the opportunity to join us’ -
everyone at every level who can influence safer, quality healthcare 
through prevention of infection. 

l Key once again was ensuring that all health facilities signed up to 
the campaign and also took action on 5 May with a plan to 
continue to take improvement steps http://www.who.int/infection-
prevention/campaigns/clean-hands/register/en/

Campaign context 



“Campaigning each year on or around 5 May is one 
important part of improving behaviors and best practices.”

“1 in 10 will get an infection when receiving care -
remember that hand hygiene and infection prevention and 
control are the key weapons against antibiotic resistance 
and its a collaborative approach”

Dr Marc Sprenger, WHO Director, AMR Secretariat



Objective 1: Improve awareness and understanding of antimicrobial 

resistance through effective communication, education and training

Objective 2: Strengthen the knowledge and evidence base through 

surveillance and research

Objective 3: Reduce the incidence of infection through effective sanitation, hygiene and infection 

prevention measures

Objective 4: Optimize the use of antimicrobial medicines in human and animal health

Objective 5: Develop the economic case for sustainable investment that takes account of the needs 

of all countries, and increase investment in new medicines, diagnostic tools, vaccines and other 

interventions

Table	1:	Strategic	objectives	of	the	WHO	Global	Action	Plan	on	Antimicrobial	Resistance

Joining forces for
the greatest impact!



l WHO emphasised the link to 
strengthening IPC programmes based 
on the recently published WHO 
Guidelines on core components of 
infection prevention and control 
programmes at national and acute 
health care facility level. 
http://www.who.int/gpsc/ipc-
components/en/

l Hand hygiene is at the core of 
effective IPC to combat antibiotic 
resistance, and campaigning each 
year on or around 5 May is one 
important part of improving behaviour
towards IPC best practices. 



http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/campaigns/clean-hands/en/

WHO resources for all year round



New implementation, advocacy & evidence documents



http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/campaigns/clean-hands/evidence.pdf?ua=1

Evidence of hand hygiene as the building 
block for infection prevention and control 



Thank you from WHO – one way we can do this is to 
put a link to supporting organizations websites



5 May Webber Global Teleclass



l The full #HandHygiene conversation drove 2.50 million twitter 
impressions from 12.9k tweets in the last week. WHO HQ generated 
1.4 million, or a 56% of the total. The impressions for #handhygiene
was a 2,703.4k increase on the previous 7 days. 

l WHO tweeted 15 times and in total (13 in English, 1 in French, 1 in 
Spanish), WHO tweets were seen 1.46 million times (impressions) 
and received 3.9k retweets (it was 1.87 million impressions last year)

l The most popular WHO tweet was the poster targeted at health 
workers at 1.5k retweets (last year’s most popular received 2.5k 
retweets)

l WHO also used other social media sites to disseminate messages

l WHO web stats for 2017 tools have still to be delivered 

Some results



As at 3 May 2017, 19 891 facilities in 179 countries –
covering over 12 million staff and almost 5 million beds

Two new 
territories for 

2017 –
Caymen

Islands and 
Saint Lucia

Health facilities who have signed up to the 
campaign



l Translations of posters

l Media attention in their regions including 5 May news 
reports

l Support for health care registrations and overall promotion

l Support for presentation of new photos and videos

l South-East Asia was least engaged (lack of an IPC focal 
point)

l More large influential organisations were engaged in 2017 
than before - ? In part due to WHO’s new overall 
engagement strategy

Support from WHO regional offices



Every year you can prepare for your 
campaign efforts using this tool



l Thank you once again for all your support

l WHO IPC Global Unit may undertake a short survey 
about the future of the campaign through the GIPC 
Network

l GIPCN will meet again at ICPIC (with those in 
attendance)

l Plans for next steps in our campaigning will be agreed 
later in 2017

l This year’s WAAW will have a focus on IPC in support 
of fighting antibiotic resistance – another opportunity

Next…


