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Issues influencing IC/HH in Europe - 1

ÅDemography and healthcare evolution
ïIncreasing number of people > 65  ( in some regions they 

are close to  25% of the population)
ïIncreasing number of people affected by multi morbidity 

(i.e. frail elderly)
ïIncreasing number of settings for healthcare 

ÅEquity in health among and within Countries is an 
issue;
ïi.e. life expectancy at birth, access to healthcare services

Åά/Ǌƛǎƛǎέ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
different effects on health,, health services and 
patinet safety 
ïi.e. Greece example 4



Issues influencing IC(HH in Europe- 2

ÅDifferent policies and rules in running the 
healthcare systems

ïCentralised / decentralised

ïFinancing and reimbursement systems

ïQuality and safety standards (mostly defined at 
Country/Regional level) 

ïRelevant role of 

ÅPrimary care

ÅSocial services integrated with healthcare services
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Issues influencing in Europe - 3 

ÅDifferent  histories / traditions in Infection 
Control and Hospital Hygiene (IC/HH) among 
countries
ï¢ƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ  άL/κIIέ 

ÅHAI prevention and control poorly 
coordinated with patient safety

ÅMany good practices at Country/Regional level 
in HAI prevention and control 
ïNon homogeneously distributed 

ïFew cases exported outside a single Country
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Issues influencing IC/HH in Europe

ÅDifferences in education and training systems

ïThe case of nursing schools

ïDifferences in training an recognition of  Infection 
Control professionals

ÅDifferent languages

ïMany citizens have a limited knowledge of foreign 
languages

ïThis is true also for Healthcare Professionals
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8. Adopt and implement a strategy at the 
appropriate level for the prevention and 
control of healthcare associated infections, 
pursuing the following objectives:

a) implement prevention and control measures at national or regional level to support 
the containment of healthcare associated infections and in particular;

b) enhance infection prevention and control at the level of the healthcare institutions in 
particular by encouraging healthcare institutions to have in place;

c) establish or strengthen active surveillance systems; 

d) foster education and training of healthcare workers; 

e) improve the information to the patients by healthcare institutions; 

f) support research in fields such as epidemiology, the applications of nanotechnologies 
and nanomaterials, new preventive and therapeutic technologies and interventions 
and on the cost-effectiveness of infection prevention and control. 



HAI in European Union













medtechforum.eu 16



European 
HAI

definition 

HAI 
Surveillance

IC/HH
training







ECDC Infection Control / Hospital 
Hygiene WIKI (in progress)






